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Influence of Marriage upon Health and mo¬ 
rality. —Dr. Bertillon, a French savant, has published 
some very interesting statistics in regard to the influ¬ 
ence of marriage upon the human race. He has 
studied the mortality bills of every country in Europe, 
so that his figures are more exhaustive and his conclu¬ 
sions more striking than any previously published. 

He finds that “ a bachelor of twenty-five is not a bet¬ 
ter life than a married man of forty-five; that among 
widowers of from twenty-five to thirty the rate of 
mortality is as great as among married men of from 
fifty-five to sixty.'” In other words, celibacy ages a 
young man at least twenty years, and widowhood still 
more. In France the rate of mortality among mar¬ 
ried men, between twenty and twenty-five years of 
age, is ten per thousand, and among bachelors of that 
age sixteen per thousand, and among widowers nine¬ 
teen per thousand. 

In regard to criminal acts, these occur about 50 
[per cent, oftener among bachelors than married men, 
nd 25 per cent, oftener among spinsters than married 
vomen. Suicide is also much less frequent among 
he married. In fact, all the statistics show very 
[conclusively that the married state promotes health, 
long life, and morality.— Lancet. j ffTj 

Dipsomania and Drunkenness. —Dipsomania is a 
disease of the nervous system, akin to epilepsy and 




illiiPiiiWi^P^iiWWmerranaTWo^rrrnrrarTITecall* 

dren recover; also that the early operation is very 
much more favorable both for mother and child.— 
0. Medical and Surgical Jour . 

Muscle-beating in Infantile Paralysis.— A mus¬ 
cle-beater manufactured at St. Petersburg!! and on 
exhibition at Paris, has been introduced into some 
orthopaedic establishments as a supplement to mas¬ 
sage. Besides this instrument, which is called Klein’s 
muscle-beater, "there are employed oval palettes four 
inches long, two and a half inches wide, covered with 
velvet and attached to a handle seven inches long. 
Two of these are Used, striking the limb alternately. 
The palettes are better than the Klein’s muscle- beater, 
but neither will take the place of rubbing .—British 
Med . Journ . / \ 

The Pure Rubber Bandage. —In a letter to Thei 
Lancet , Drm. A. Martin reiterates his claims for the rabi 
ber bandage in the treatm^pt of chronic ulcers. Therl 
are few, we believe, who have tried them who hava 
not paet a good deal of disappointment, and anyl 
thing but uniformity in the results. At some of oui 
city hospitals it is roundly asserted that those whJ 
attain such extraordinary successes mistake granulaJ 
tion for cicatrization. Dr. Martin contends, hown 
ever, in his letter, as he has done elsewhere, that] 
failures are due to the use of ointments and washes 
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“ I have taken the liberty of addressing you for tliej 
purpose of pointing out a few links in the chain of] 
evidence tending to show that syphilis had its origin 
in Naples, or at least that it was carried thence to 
France by the soldiers of Charles VIII. Francis Rabe- 
lais, one of the first physicians of his time, a man of 
wonderful erudition and a great traveller, mentions 
the pock (v^role) in almost every page of his remark¬ 
able book, ‘Gargantua and Pantagruel.’ One of 
his heroes (Panurge) frequently speaks of his ‘ having 
the blessed fruit of the great pox,’ of ‘ having gathered 
the ripest,’ etc. In several places he speaks of having 
4 been anointed ’ for the pox, and in one instance he 
speaks of ‘ mercury being the patron of all those that 
have the great pox,’ showing that as early as his time 
this specific was known. 

“ Now Rabelais was born in Chinon about 1480, 
and when Charles VIII. and his soldiers returned from 
Naples, was a youth of some fifteen years of age. He 
was wonderfully precocious, and even at that age was 
far ahead of most of tlxc physicians of his day. 

“ In M. le Duchat’s *Vte cle 'Rabelais, the following 
anecdote is told of him: Kneeling one day in front 
of a statue of Charles VIII. in a church at Mezi tires (I 
think it was), a monk, thinking that Rabelais mistook 
the figure for a statue of a saint, went to him to ap¬ 
prise him of his error. 4 1 am not so much of a block¬ 
head as thou thinkest me,’ replied Rabelais; f nor yet 
so blind as not to know that I am kneeling before the 
statue of King Charles VIII., for whose soul I am pray¬ 
ing, because hebrought the pox out of Naples into France, 
by which I and other physicians have been great 
gainers ! ’ 

“ A great many stories of Rabelais are apocryphal, 
but this one is told as true, and from his well-known 
character bears, the impress of truth. It is alluded to 
by "Bude (author of Epistolse Graecis), Sorel in the 
Bibliothfeque Francaise, and I believe finds a promi¬ 
nent place in all editions of Rabelais. 

“ Here, then, we have the testimony of the most 
learned physician of liis time, a contemporary of 
Charles VIII., and of the appearance of the pox, w T lio 
unequivocally says that it came out of Naples.” 

Respectfully yours, 

F. J. Bumstead. 

3th st., New York, March 13, 1874. 
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existence ot any disturbance in sight, Dr. Ward re- 

fm™ *W lat u"' da y®. before death the patient insisted 
lupon having the gas lit at noon, complaining of the 

evident’tWfh* 10 ° m ’ “"I from that time it; was quite 
leiident that there was total blindness. 

n J^ K : Knapp ^erred to a case in which the remark- 
ble symptoms ot nasal liemiopia was present, due 
to the presence of atheromatous arteries embracing 
the outer portion of the bptie chiasm. 

lrw .' Wakd . also, in this connection stated that the 
pecimen winch he had presented for membership to 
the bociety was one m which a cancerous tumor of the 
hi am ivas in such a situation directly over the optic 

umm’tlv,! 0 ’ that wh ™ siUi "" U P the growth so pressed 
upon that nerve-centre, as to entirely destroy vision 

n< rit m?”" Th °“ Z aS rel f ved while in the recumbent 

sss-jfyRS’r o< * ” u - k “™ 

CANCEK OF JnE CONJUNCTIVA. 

„ ®. K ‘ I f? rArr exhibited,a specimen of cancer of the 
conjunctiva, sent to him by Dr. Chapman, of Medina, 
in. r. ft was removed from a man seventy years of 
age, whom March, 1872; received a slight injury to the 

™ e el S ° f r' S C *V*> Chi P> while chopping wood? 
fliki U i 10 ” -° f tl,e P* rt which followed soon 
f „ d ’/ Ild n ° lncon remence was experienced for 

small L m i nt - la At the end of that time a 
small tumor made its appearance at the seat of iniurv 

fn size untii’T ° f ^ T^ S « raduall y increased 
size, until it encircled the cornea in its outer 

Md «PP« portKHL Thin it gave rise to intense and 

movfli*??* Sf m S ° th m Patient insisted upon the re- 
1 rl th f ° eye ’ which operation was performed last 
1 y* ^ le ■'Umor extended back towards the equator 

w^ oriamif 0 Int ° T COnjunctiva ’ and thc cornea 
vv as opaque. 1 he specimen was sent to Dr. Knapp for 

examination, who discovered it to be a case of epithelial 

int^H < ' 0 " uueilc " 1 " in the conjunctiva and extending 
pito thei cornea at its junction with the sclerotic, peno 

® t , ”®. lnt0 tbe corneal corpuscles and dilating them, 
“ P nd er the microscope a beautiful anastomo¬ 
sis of strings of epithelioid cells. The specimen was 

|the m S embem t0nly exhibited ™ der the microscope to 

Elsberg, in remarking upon the 
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^s. ' > method of obtaining facts- upon which to 
base an induction was by diligent study 
SS : of Burke’s “ Peerage,” and by sending out 
>» 4 circulars of inquiry to members of the up- 
<JQ per and middle classes, and to directors of 
^ ^ asylums for the insane. The result showed 
that insanity, idiocy, and deaf-muteness, are 
in the United Kingdom about evenly di- 
s vided, pro rata , among the progeny of con- 
>■ f t sanguineous and of unconsanguineous mar- 
* Serfages ; that is to say, Mr. Darwin’s inves- 
- tigations h^ve failed to show any evil ac¬ 
cruing from the marriages of first cous¬ 
ins. Mr. Darwin acknowledges that the opin- 
ion of prominent medical men is against 
such intermarriages, and that a general 
consent of physifcians possesses far great- 
& er weight than his own purely negative re- 
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V? 


suits. “ My paper,” he adds, “ is far from 


$ 


giving any thing like a satisfactory solu¬ 
tion of the question as to the effects of 

i 

consanguineous marriages, but it does, I 
think, show that the assertion that this 
question has already been set at rest can¬ 
not be substantiated. The subject still de¬ 
mands attention, and I hope that my endeav¬ 
or may lead more competent investigators 
to take it up from some other side.” 






TENGE MONTHLY. 

\ 

lation is good, no injurious effects are pro¬ 
duced. He appears to have no doubt of the 
occurrence of chronic poisoning by the 
action of sulphuretted hydrogen. The symp¬ 
toms are general weakness, depression and 
usually total loss of appetite, combined with 
a feeling of weight on the stomach: the 
tongue is furred. Bisulphide of carbon, ob¬ 
tained by passing sulphur-fumes over burn¬ 
ing coal, and subsequent distillation, is now 
much used as a solvent of India-rubber. It 
produces chronic poisoning. Th£ symptoms 
are, at first, evening headache, and pains in 
the limbs; sometimes intellectual excite¬ 
ment ; often cramps, difficulty of breathing, 
and increased frequency* of the heart’s 
action. After some weeka or months fol¬ 
lows a period of depression, heaviness, in¬ 
sensibility of some parts of ^he skin, dimi¬ 
nution of sight, and in some cases of hear¬ 
ing. The bad-smelling gase& and effluvia 
given off from putrefying animal substances 
are said to be innocuous. T 1^3 trades ex¬ 
posed to such emanations are tanners, soap¬ 
boilers, candle-makers, etc. Workmen get 
accustomed to the fumes of turpentine, and 
then such fumes appear to have no injurious 
bets. 
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The Fecundity Relative to Marriages in Eu-“ 
rope. —The average number of children by marriage 
varies from 4.73 to 3.07. Russia stands at the head 
with the number 4.73; France last with 3.07. The 
ratio of fecundity is as follows: Russia, Spain, Scot- , 
land, Ireland, Italy, Hungary, Norway, Sweden, Wur- ! 
temberg, Prussia, Holland, Austria, Belgium, England, 
Saxony, Denmark, Bavaria, France. ; 

The reason for the small increase in the French 
population cannot be found either in the period of I 
marriages nor in their number, nor in the mortality of 
infants or adults ; but it is solely from the limited (and J 
voluntary) fecundity of marriages. | 
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Sternberg, Geo. M., Assistant Surgeon.—Granted 
leave of absence for one month on surgeon’s certificate 
of disability. S. O. 151, Depart, of the Gulf, August 
14, 1875. 

Forwood, Wm. H., Assistant Surgeon.—Leave of 
absence extended two months. S. O. 46, Hdqrs. of 
the Army, Aug. 12,1875. 


e Newlands, W. L., Assistant Surgeon.—Assigned to 
f duty at Camp Halleck, Kev. S. O, 87, Depart, of 
| California, Aug. 6, 1875. 




Are there any Means by which the Sexes can be 
Produced at Will? (New Orleans Medical and Sur¬ 
gical Journal, May, 1875 .)—A series of observations 
were made by M. Thury, a French veterinary surgeon, 
with a view to discover, if possible, whether, and in 
what manner, the sexes could be produced at will in 
animals. The result arrived at was : that when the 
male had connection with the female in the beginning 
of heat in the female, the offspring were females ; and 
when had towards the termination of heat, the result 
was a male. These results were published ; and others 
who were engaged in raising animals pursued the same 
course of observations, and verified, by the results ob¬ 
tained, the truthfulness of the theory advanced by M. 
Thury from his observations. From observations made 
by medical men with regard to the development of 
sexes in the human subject, the result arrived at was 
that in a conception taking place at an early period 
after the menstrual flow had ceased, the product will 
be a female ; and the farther removed from that period 
(always omitting four or five days anterior to the fol¬ 
lowing monthly illness), the more likely is it that the 
child will be a male. We generally find that where 
there is a difference of fifteen years, more or less, be¬ 
tween the ages of parents, with the father the elder of 
the two, the children are usually males; and this is ac¬ 
counted for on the ground that the father has not the 
same amount of desire as a younger man ; some time 
usually elapses after the flow before copulation takes 
place. 



Reed, W., in person, to the Commanding Officer, Willet’s Point, l\ew 
York Harbor, for temporary duty at that post. 

Kilbourne, H. S., by letter, to the Commanding General, Department of 
the Missouri. 

Merrill, J. C., in person, to the Superintendent Mounted Recruiting 
Service, for temporary duty at St. Louis Barracks, Mo. 

Hall, W. R., by letter, to the Commanding General, Military Division of 
the Atlantic. 

Barnett, R., by letter, to the Commanding General, Department of the 
Gulf. 

Torney, Geo. H., in person, to the Commanding General, Military Di¬ 
vision of the Atlantic, for temporary duty. 

Crampton, L. W., by letter, to the Commanding General, Department of 
the Gulf. 

Wood, M. W.,in person, to the Commanding General, Department of the 
Platte. 

Taylor, M. E.,by letter, to the Commanding General, Department of the 
Gulf. 

Newlands, Wm. L., by letter, to the Commanding General, Department 
of California. 

Smith, Robert E., by letter, to the Commanding General, Department 
of the Missouri. 

Shannon, Wm. C-, by letter, to the Commanding General, Military Di¬ 
vision of the Atlantic. 

Tesson, L. S., by letter, to the Commanding General, Department of the 
Missouri. 

Spencer, Wm. G., by letter, to the Commanding General, Department of 
the South. 

Rosson, R. L., by letter, to the Commanding General, Military Division 
of the Atlantic. S. O. 147, c. s., A. G. O, 

Worthington, J. Ch., Assistant-Surgeon. —Assigned to duty at Fort 
“ IcHenry, Md. S. O. 143, Military Division of the Atlantic, July 
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